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Mayor Villarreal did what a good politician

should do: He listened to the wants and needs
of the citizens who reside within his jurisdic-
tion. When the citizens of Rio Grande City told
him that they did not want property taxes to fi-
nance city expenses, he worked hard to make
this a reality. He fought to establish a govern-
ment that was born efficient. He is a visionary
who pursued the benefits of the empowerment
zone and brought direction to its mission.

Basillio Villarreal’s popularity and support
have made him a symbol of success and a
role model in the community of Rio Grande
City. His modest beginnings only make this
proud man’s life more compelling. His suc-
cessful business is a tribute to the same admi-
rable qualities that he instilled in the city gov-
ernment.

When called to service by the community,
Basillio Villarreal served honorably. His exam-
ple inspires others to become involved in poli-
tics, pursue educational opportunities, and
participate in church activities, teaching all of
us time and again the virtues of involvement
and activism. He is a proud man who has
served his community well, and Rio Grande
City is a better place for having had Basillio
Villarreal as its mayor.
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OF NEW JERSEY
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Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to acknowledge and honor the retirement
of Mr. Lester Bornstein who ends 38 years of
service to the Newark Beth Israel Medical
Center. I urge my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Mr. Bornstein on his incredible
accomplishments as president of the Newark
Beth Israel Medical Center.

Mr. Bornstein began dedicating his time and
energy to the Newark Beth Israel Medical
Center in 1957, serving as assistant director.
His role changed in later years and he sup-
ported the Beth Israel Medical Center as act-
ing executive director, executive director and
as a member of the board of trustees.

I had the opportunity to work closely with
Mr. Bornstein when I was a member of the
Newark Municipal Council and when he
served on my 10th Congressional District
health care task force. Mr. Bornstein is an in-
credibly skilled man who is dedicated to serv-
ing his community. He took initiative and
helped to ensure that the Beth Israel Medical
Center remained in the community at a time
when many other city hospitals were leaving.
I admire this commitment that has always
been an integral part of this fine man’s per-
sona.

As reporter Angela Stewart of The Star-
Ledger noted in her June 21 article, ‘‘Those
who have watched him work over the years
say Bornstein has managed to strike an al-
most perfect balance between civility and his
driving ambition to make the inner-city hospital
a respected institution.’’ His goal has been
and continues to be realized. In 1968, Mr.
Bornstein also helped secure a $10 million
loan to construct a patient care pavilion. Re-
cently, the Lester M. Bornstein Center for
Emergency Services officially opened to pa-

tients. It is clear that Mr. Bornstein has been
an important driving force for the Newark Beth
Israel Medical Center.

It is an honor for me to have the opportunity
to thank Mr. Bornstein for being a strong lead-
er of the Newark Beth Israel Medical Center
and for keeping his promise to the community
and the people of Newark. Mr. Speaker, I
hope my colleagues will join me in applauding
his career and wishing him the best in all his
future endeavors.
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ACT OF 1996
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Mr. COLLINS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, D.C.
Subcommittee Chairman TOM DAVIS and the
subcommittee’s ranking member, ELEANOR
HOLMES NORTON, are to be commended for
once again having collaborated in a bipartisan
manner to produce legislation to aid the Dis-
trict of Columbia. I commend them for their ef-
forts.

The District of Columbia Water and Sewer
Authority Act of 1996 will permit the issuance
of revenue bonds necessary to finance much
needed capital improvements at the District’s
Blue Plains Wastewater Treatment Plant and
within the District’s drinking water distribution
system.

I understand that on April 5, 1996, the Dis-
trict government and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency [EPA] reached an agreement
which requires the District to engage in a 2-
year, $20 million capital improvement program
designed to halt the further deterioration of the
Blue Plains facility and to make significant im-
provements in the maintenance and treatment
procedures at the plant.

In addition, I understand that the District has
had persistent problems with bacteria turning
up in its drinking water distribution system.
Several violations were documented between
September 1993 and November 1995. This
overall situation led EPA to issue an adminis-
trative order on November 14, 1995 which di-
rected the District to submit a comprehensive
plan and schedule for remedial actions such
as making repairs to its drinking water storage
facilities.

I urge Members to support this very impor-
tant legislation. Its enactment will ensure that
the Nation’s Capital will continue to have envi-
ronmentally secure water and sewer systems
to meet the needs of its residents and visitors
into the 21st Century.
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Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, which won the 1996 Public
Employees Roundtable Public Service Excel-
lence Award in the Federal Category. FEMA’s

Disaster Assistance Program faced stiff com-
petition as one of 300 entries considered by
the Public Employees Roundtable.

After watching FEMA at work following Jan-
uary flooding in my district, it comes as no
surprise to me that FEMA won. When eight of
the nine counties of my district in New York
State were devastated by winter flooding,
FEMA staff rallied to our aid. James Lee Witt,
FEMA administrator, and New York Governor
George Pataki personally accompanied me on
a tour of flood ravaged areas, to see and ex-
perience the problem and commit themselves
to being part of the solution. FEMA was mag-
nificent. Flooding occurred on a Friday and
Saturday. FEMA Region II, under Director
Lynn Canton, was providing technical assist-
ance to New York State officials on Friday,
monitoring the situation and laying the ground-
work for the communications, organization and
logistics so necessary for an effective recovery
effort. And within 10 days of the flood, families
who applied for aid were receiving checks.
This timely response was invaluable as com-
munities with limited resources struggled to
cope with overwhelming devastation.

Equally invaluable is the continuing support
FEMA provides. Four months after the flood,
FEMA is still on the job and my office is in
daily contact with the Disaster Field Office in
our State capital. This office performs follow-
up work on projects and provides guidance to
State and local governments as well as to citi-
zens who are still rebuilding.

In addition to my personal experience work-
ing with FEMA, as chairman of the sub-
committee with jurisdiction over Stafford Dis-
aster Assistance programs, I know from a
broader perspective how well FEMA does in
the field. From earthquakes to floods to hurri-
canes, this is a Federal agency that prides it-
self on responding quickly and efficiently.
Apart from natural disasters, FEMA also is on
hand when man-made disasters strike. The
bombing in Oklahoma City is a case in point.
In the midst of grief and horror, FEMA staff
helped the victims and residents of that
shocked city in their recovery efforts.

The human spirit is capable of amazing
things in times of trouble. With FEMA at the
helm, that also can be said of the U.S. Gov-
ernment. In an era when government bashing
is a popular sport in some quarters, FEMA
shows us the importance of coordinated Fed-
eral efforts to overcome adversity. They do us
proud.
f

THE RURAL HEALTH IMPROVE-
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Mr. GUNDERSON. Mr. Speaker, the House

and Senate have made great strides toward
producing a bill to bring about affordable
health care. While Mr. POSHARD and I applaud
the Congress for working on the issues of af-
fordability and portability of health insurance,
the problem in rural areas is not only afford-
ability and portability but also accessibility.

Rural hospitals are closing throughout the
country because Medicare payments are inad-
equate to cover costs. The current Medicare
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